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E.0.12356: DECL: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, PGOV, ASEC, PREL, VE 
SUBJECT: SITREP NO. 5/ ATTEMPTED COUP IN CARACAS 


REF: CARACAS 12436 


1. PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ AGAIN TOLD THE NATION 

AT 08:55 A.M. THAT "THE SITUATION IS UNDER CONTROL", 

EXCEPT FOR TWO AREAS, "THE AIRBASE OF LA LIBERTADOR 

(NEAR MARACAY) AND LA CARLOTA (CARACAS)." THE PRESIDENT 

ASSURED THE NATION THAT THESE REMAINING TROUBLE SPOTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


PAGE 02 CARACA 12438 2713314 
WILL BE "TAKEN OVER SHORTLY." 


2. CAP RE-AFFIRMED THE LOYALTY OF THE ARMED FORCES TO 
THE GOVERNMENT, AND BLAMED THE SITUATION ON A SMALL 
GROUP LINKED TO "THE EXTREME LEFT, LIKE BANDERA ROJA." 
THE PRESIDENT ASKED THE POPULATION TO "REMAIN CALM" AND 
NOT TO LISTEN TO "RUMORS." HE SAID HE PERSONALLY MADE 
THE DECISION TO MAKE THIS BROADCAST AT THIS TIME TO 
ENSURE THAT THE POPULATION IS NOT MISLED. 


3. ASKED WHETHER THE MIRAFLORES PALACE WAS BOMBED, THE 
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PRESIDENT EVADED THE QUESTION BY SAYING THAT THE "F-16S 
EFFECTIVELY CONTROL THE SITUATION." HE ALSO CONFIRMED 
THAT HE SPOKE WITH CNN TO REASSURE THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY THAT THE SITUATION IS UNDER CONTROL. HE THEN 
ASKED THE MEDIA IN THE COUNTRY TO CONTINUE BROADCASTING 
INFORMATION "WITH SERENITY." HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING 
THAT HE WILL BE MEETING SHORTLY WITH ALL THE MINISTERS 
AND WILL SPEAK TO THE NATION "HASTA PRONTO." 


4. AS OF 09:20 MILITARY ACTIVITIES CONTINUE AT THE LA 
CARLOTA AIRBASE NEAR THE EMBASSY. SMALL ARM FIRE IS 
INTERMITTENTLY HEAVY. WHAT APPEAR TO BE OV-10'S CAN BE 
OBSERVED CIRCLING ABOVE THE BASE. THEY HAVE JUST BOMBED 
ONE END OF THE AIRFIELD, AND HEAVY BLACK SMOKE IS 
VISIBLE. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER THESE ARE LOYAL 
AIRCRAFT ATTACKING THE REBELS, OR REBELS ATTACKING THE 
GOV FORCES FORCES WHO HAD EARLIER BEEN REPORTED AS 
MASSING TO RECAPTURE THE BASE. 
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